introduced Open Access publication as an option in the journal, and last year we published over 100 open access articles, which is more than any previous year.
The move to continuous online publication at the beginning of 2013 from the more traditional publish-ahead-of-print model has also been an important development and has meant that authors' work is published online in a citable form as soon as it is ready, rather than having to wait for the close of an issue.
In line with the needs of the community, our open data policies have also developed and now state that all supporting data should be made freely available to allow full reproducibility of results. In order to make this easier for authors to adhere to, we have integrated our submission system with the Dryad repository, so that submission of supporting data is as straightforward as possible.
In short, Proceedings B is firmly established as one of the premier journals in Biology, and I have no doubt that it will continue to build upon this under the leadership of the new Editor-in-Chief, Spencer Barrett FRS; it was great news that he agreed to take on the role. He will be supported by six other, very committed, Editors with wide experience of the Journal, and of course a large board of Associate Editors who do such a fantastic job in making recommendations to the Editors. To all of these, many thanks.
